
9

Remember
Le Past Simple

 -  et  ?
Dans les phrases  interrogatives et
négatives ,  le verbe fai t  venir  un
auxil iaire .  Au Past Simple ,  cet
auxi l ia i re c 'est  DID.

Ainsi ,  c 'est  lu i  qui  porte la négat ion
"not" dans les phrases négatives. 
ex :  I  didn't  know you had pets.

C'est également lu i  qui  v ient  se placer
devant le sujet dans les questions.
ex :  Where did  you go ? 

On remarque que,  quand DID est là ,
le verbe en prof i te pour se débarasser
de la marque du passé et  redevenir
une simple base verbale  ( inf in i t i f
sans " to")  
ex :  Did  she l ive  in London ? (et  pas
l ived)
      They didn' t  go  to the swimming
pool  last  Fr iday.  (et  pas went)

Attention ,  le verbe BE  est  une
exception .  I l  fa i t  tout  le t ravai l  tout
seul  sans besoin de "DID".
ex :   Were  you asleep ?

        She wasn't  very nice.
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Pour par ler  des choses qui  sont déjà
passées, terminées.. .

+ 
Dans les phrases aff irmatives ,  i l  se
compose seulement du verbe.

Si le verbe est  régulier ,  i l  suf f i t  de lu i
a jouter  la terminaison -ed. 
ex :  She l ived in London.

Cette terminaison  se prononce :
[d] comme dans
played, enjoyed, l ived.. .
ou [t]  comme dans
worked, l iked, looked, watched
ou encore [ id] comme dans.. .
started, hated, faded.. .

Si le verbe est  irrégulier ,  i l  s 'agi t  de  la
deuxième forme  appr ise par  coeur :
to go, went ,  gone
to be, was/were ,  been

ex :  They went  to the swimming pool
last  Fr iday.

Exercise Sheet

        1 -  Passe le texte suivant au Past Simple. Réécris le dans ton cahier
d'exercices.

On Thursday my brother and I  came back from school .  We were t i red and we
didn' t  want to do our homework.  We went to the k i tchen and took the bott le of
mi lk.  My brother prepared two cups of  hot  chocolate and I  took the bread, the
marmelade and the butter.  We talked about our day at  school  and we had a good
t ime. Then my mother came back from work and we pretended that we were doing
our homework.  I  thought she knew that we were ly ing but she just  smi led and lef t
us alone.
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-  et  ?
Dans les phrases négatives  et
interrogatives  i l  y  a déjà un
auxil iaire capable de faire le t ravai l
supplémentaire requis.  C'est  BE .

Ainsi ,  c 'est  lu i  qui  porte la négat ion
"not" dans les phrases négatives .  
ex :  I  wasn' t  s leeping !

C'est également lu i  qui  v ient  se
placer devant le sujet dans  les
questions.
ex :  What were  you doing ? 

Remember
Le Past  Continuous

Pour par ler  des choses qui  étaient
en cours dans le passé et  qui
servent de cadre,  de décor à d 'autre
act ions au Past Simple.  I l  désigne
souvent des act ions déjà
commencées dans le passé.

+  
Dans les phrases aff irmatives ,  i l  se
compose de l 'auxi l ia i re BE conjugué
au Past Simple (was  ou were)  et
d 'un  verbe en - ing.
ex :  She was l iving  in London at  the
t ime.

        2 -  Même chose.. .

I  went to New York wi th a f r iend to v is i t  my aunt.  We took the plane at  the
airport .  We spent eight hours on the plane, i t  was so long !  So we watched 
movies,  we ate,  we talked and we also s lept.  When we arr ived, my aunt was
wait ing for  us.  I t  was very nice to see her.  I  introduced my fr iend to her and we
drove to her appartment in Brooklyn Heights.  I t  was a lovely neighbourhood. We
were very t i red so we took a typical  American dinner and went to bed.

Watch this extract from the f i lm « Dial  M for murder » by Alfred
Hitchcock and write down your testimony using the Past Simple and
the Past Continuous.

Vocabulary :  s leep (s lept,  s lept)  /  r ing (rang, rung) /  get  up (got,  got)  /
answer the phone /  enter the appartment /  strangle /  a pair  of  stockings /  a
pair  of  scissors /  f ight  ( fought,  fought)  /   stab in the back /  fa l l  ( fe l l ,  fa l len)
/  the woman’s husband /  cal l  the pol ice /  cry.

A woman was sleeping when the phone rang. She got up and answered the
phone but nobody spoke. She was saying "Hel lo" when a man entered the
appartment and strangled her wi th a pair  of  stockings. They were f ight ing
when she stabbed him in the back with a pair  of  scissors.  He fel l  and died.
She was crying when the woman's husband talked on the phone. She
asked him to cal l  the pol ice.


