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Once upon a t ime, there was a gir l  cal led Kat ie.
Kat ie was seven.
And she l ived in a nice house with her mum and a dog cal led Muff in.
And i t  was al l  qui te normal real ly.
Except for  one thing.
They were witches.
Wel l ,except for  Muff in,  who was a D-witch,  which is a dog who casts spel ls.
Anyway being a wi tch wasn’ t  so bad.
Mum would just  twi tch her nose and al l  the c leaning would get done.
Dad would wave his st ick,  and the lawn would cut  i tsel f .
Muff in would c l ick his paws, and a few dog treats would tumble out of  the sky.
They’d even taught Kat ie some magic.
She knew how to make her homework do i tsel f .
And her room got t id ied just  by twi tching her ear.
But there was just  one thing Kat ie real ly didn’ t  l ike.
Hal loween.
Once a year,  when the leaves were fal l ing of f  the t rees, and the nights were
gett ing longer,  a l l  the chi ldren in her school  and along her street would get
terr ib ly exci ted about Hal loween.
They made costumes of  horr ib le looking witches.
With long pointy noses, and spots,  and nasty black hats,  and broomst icks.
And Kat ie said in school :  “Witches aren’ t  l ike that ,  real ly.  My mum looks qui te
nice.”
And al l  the other gir ls fe l l  about laughing.
“Kat ie th inks she’s a wi tch,”  they laughed. “She’s ugly and horr ib le,  just  l ike a
witch."
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And when Kat ie went home that day, she was real ly upset.
She cr ied and cr ied and cr ied.  And when her mum asked her what the matter
was, she said:
“Everyone hates wi tches. And they especial ly hate them at Hal loween.”
And her mum tr ied to explain that  al though some people didn’ t  l ike wi tches, i t
was also qui te useful  somet imes, l ike when the washing up got done al l  by
i tsel f .
“ I  don’ t  ever want to have anything to do with wi tch-craf t  again,”  said Kat ie
angr i ly .
But on Hal loween night,  a l l  the gir ls f rom her school  were organis ing a t r ick or
treat tour of  the street.
And Kat ie didn’ t  want to go, because she’d decided she didn’ t  want to have
anything to do with wi tch-craf t .
Never,  never,  never….
But her mum said she had to.
Because a wi tch can hardly stay in on Hal loween.
And she whispered something in Kat ie ’s ear.
Do you know what i t  was?
Wel l ,  I ’ l l  te l l  you in a minute.
Anyway, Kat ie went to jo in the other gir ls.
And some of them started laughing at  her.
“Kat ie doesn’ t  have to dress up, because she’s already a wi tch,”  they
laughed.
And Kat ie fe l t  cross.
And embarrassed.
But she decided to say nothing.
At the f i rst  house, they got a load of  sherbet lemons.
At the second, a jumbo pack of  sweet ies.
At the th i rd,  loads and loads of  cr isps.
And at  the fourth,  a giant packet of  chocolate biscui ts.
But at  the f i f th house, there l ived a man cal led Mr Bones.
And Mr Bones didn’ t  l ike chi ldren.
He certainly didn’ t  see why he should give them any treats.
“Buzz of f ,  you stupid k ids,”  he said when they knocked on the door.
“Tr ick or t reat ,  t r ick or t reat…” cr ied the gir ls.
“Yes, wel l ,  I  th ink I ’ l l  take the t r ick,  i f  i t ’s  a l l  the same to you,”  said Mr Bones.
And a horr ib le smi le creased up his face.
“Because you’re just  a bunch of  stupid l i t t le gir ls,  and you don’ t  scare me.”
“But one of  us is a real  wi tch,”  said Amel ia,  the biggest of  the gir ls.
“Yes, yes,  Kat ie ’s a real  wi tch,”  they al l  cr ied.
But Mr Bones just  laughed and laughed.
“That ’s the stupidest th ing I 've ever heard,”  he said.
“Go on, Kat ie,”  said Amel ia.  “Let ’s see i f  you real ly are a wi tch.”
And so Kat ie stepped forwards.
“You don’ t  look scary to me,”  said Mr Bones. “You’re just  a stupid l i t t le gir l . ”
But Kat ie remembered what her mum had whispered in her ear.
Do you know what i t  was?
A special  spel l .
So r ight  then, Kat ie reci ted the magic words.
And she wriggled her ear.
And al l  the gir ls gasped in amazement.
Because suddenly Mr Bones wasn’ t  Mr Bones anymore.
He was a l i t t le brown, f luf fy hamster.  Inside a cage. Running around and
around on a wheel .
Al l  the gir ls laughed and laughed.
Kat ie leaned into the cage.



“ Is i t  fun being a hamster?”
The l i t t le creature squeaked and shook i ts head.
And Kat ie spun the wheel,  so that  he had to run faster and faster.
And then she reci ted the magic words and Mr Bones was turned back into a
man again.
“ I ’ l l  get  you some treats,  g i r ls , ”  he said very quickly and nervously.
And he came back with tons of  chocolate bars,  f izzy dr inks,  b iscui ts,  and even
a new Barbie DVD for each gir l .
“Please come back next year gir ls,”  he said.  “ I ’ l l  have even better stuf f  for
you.”
And he went back inside, looking very nervous.
And as they went down the rest  of  the street,  everyone had heard that there
was a real  wi tch out t r ick or t reat ing tonight,  so they al l  gave the gir ls even
more sweets and biscui ts than usual ,  and even some toys.
And Kat ie was the most popular gir l  in her c lass.
“You know, maybe i t ’s  not  so bad being a wi tch af ter  al l , ”  she said when she
got home.
“And I  th ink I ’m going to enjoy Hal loween from now on.”
 
 
Questions de compréhension
 
1- Katie :
 
Age :  _____________________________________________
 
Membres de sa fami l le :   ______________________________________
 

         ______________________________________
 
         ______________________________________
        

Part icular i té de Kat ie et  sa fami l le :  _________________________________
 
2- Magie :
 
Membre de la famil le                               Activité réalisée avec l 'aide de la
                                                                                                       magie
 
 
__________________________                 ____________________________
 
 
__________________________                 ____________________________
 
 
__________________________                 ____________________________
 
 
__________________________                 ____________________________
 
                                    
                                                              
                                                              ____________________________



13- École
Que se passe-t- i l  à l 'école à l 'approche d'Hal loween ?
 
__________________________________________________________________
 
__________________________________________________________________  
 
Comment Kat ie se sent-el le après ça ?
 
__________________________________________________________________
 
__________________________________________________________________
 
4- Trick or Treat
Comment peux-tu décr i re Mr Bones ?
 
__________________________________________________________________
 
__________________________________________________________________
 
Que Kat ie lu i  fa i t -e l le ?
 
__________________________________________________________________
 
__________________________________________________________________
 
Que pense-t-el le d 'Hal loween à la f in de l 'h istoire ?
 
__________________________________________________________________
 
__________________________________________________________________
 
 
 
Vocabulaire uti le repéré dans le texte :

to laugh (v):
 
a witch (n):
 
a broomstick (n):
 
ugly (adj):
 
upset (adj):

to cry (v):
 
tr ick or treat :
 
to dress up (v):
 
to scare (v):
 
a spell  (n):


