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Died :  July 23, 2012 in La Jol la,
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Best known for :  First  American woman
in space
 

FINAL TASK
 

1) Where did Sally Ride grow up? 
Sal ly Kr isten Ride was born on May 26, 1951 in Encino, Cal i fornia.  Her
father,  Dale,  was a pol i t ical  science professor and her mother volunteered
as a counselor at  a pr ison for women. She had one sibl ing,  a s ister named
Karen. 
Growing up Sal ly was a br ight* (= intel l igent)  student who loved science and
math. She also was an athlete and enjoyed playing tennis.  She became one
of the top ranked tennis  p layers in the country.  
 
2) Tennis and College 
When Sal ly f i rst  graduated* (= f in ish wi th a diploma) high school ,  she
thought she might want to become a professional  tennis player.  However,
af ter  pract ic ing al l  day,  every day, for  months,  she real ized a l i fe of  p laying
tennis wasn' t  for  her.  She enrol led at  Stanford Universi ty in Cal i fornia.
 
Sal ly did wel l  at  Stanford.  She f i rst  earned bachelor 's degrees* (= diploma)
in physics and Engl ish.  Then she earned a masters and a Ph.D. in physics,
doing research in astrophysics.   
 
3) Becoming an Astronaut 
In 1977 Sal ly responded to a newspaper ad that NASA was looking for
astronauts.  Over 8,000 people appl ied,  but only 25 people were hired. Sal ly
was one of  them. Sal ly went to the Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas
to t rain to become an astronaut.  She had to go through al l  sorts of  physical
tests including weight lessness training, parachute jumping, and water
training such as scuba and treading water in a heavy f l ight  sui t .  She also
had to become an expert  in space travel  and al l  the controls wi thin the
Space Shutt le.   
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Sal ly 's f i rst  assignments didn' t  involve going into outer space. She served
as capsule communicator on the ground control  team for the second and
third Space Shutt le f l ights.  She also worked on the development of  the
Space Shutt le 's robot ic arm that is used to deploy satel l i tes.  
 
4) First Woman in Space 
In 1979 Sal ly became qual i f ied to be an astronaut on the Space Shutt le.
She was selected to be on the STS-7 mission aboard the Space Shutt le
Chal lenger.  On June 18, 1983 Dr.  Sal ly Ride made history as the f i rst
American woman in space. She worked as the mission special ist .  The other
members of  the crew were the commander,  Captain Robert  L.  Cr ippen, the
pi lot ,  Captain Freder ick H. Hauck, and two other mission special ists,
Colonel  John M. Fabian and Dr.  Norman E. Thagard. The f l ight  lasted 147
hours and set down successful ly.  Sal ly said i t  was the most fun she'd ever
had. 
 
Sal ly went into space again in 1984 on the 13th Space Shutt le f l ight  mission
STS 41-G. This t ime there were seven crew members,  the most ever on a
shutt le mission. I t  lasted 197 hours and was Sal ly 's second f l ight  on the
Space Shutt le Chal lenger.  
 
Both missions were a success. They deployed satel l i tes,  ran scient i f ic
exper iments,  and helped NASA to cont inue to learn more about space and
space f l ight .  
 
Sal ly was scheduled* (= programmed) for  a th i rd mission when the
unthinkable happened. The Space Shutt le Chal lenger exploded on take-of f
and al l  the crew members were ki l led.  Sal ly 's mission was cancel led.  She
was assigned to President Ronald Reagan's commission to invest igate the
accident.  
 
5) Later Work 
Sal ly 's days as an astronaut were over,  but  she cont inued to work for
NASA. She worked on strategic planning for a whi le and then became
director of  the Off ice of  Explorat ion for NASA. 
 
Af ter leaving NASA, Sal ly worked at  Stanford Universi ty,  the Cal i fornia
Space Inst i tute,  and even started her own company cal led "Sal ly Ride
Science".  Sal ly died on July 23, 2012 af ter f ight ing a batt le wi th pancreat ic
cancer.



a)  Comment décr i rais- tu en quelques mots Sal ly Ride avant que cel le-c i  ne
rejoigne la NASA (Cite aussi  les mots du texte pour just i f ier  ta réponse)

Questions
( les questions et les réponses sont délibérément en français pour se consacrer uniquement
sur la compréhension)

__________________________________________________________________
 
__________________________________________________________________
 
__________________________________________________________________
 
__________________________________________________________________

b) Sal ly avai t -el le toujours rêvé d'être astronaute ? Si  non, quel  mét ier voulai t -
el le fa i re  ? (Ci te aussi  les mots du texte pour just i f ier  ta réponse)

Aide : regarde les parties 1 et 2 

__________________________________________________________________
 
__________________________________________________________________

Aide : regarde la partie 2 

c)  Est- i l  faci le de se faire recruter par la NASA ? (Ci te aussi  les mots du texte
pour just i f ier  ta réponse)

__________________________________________________________________
 
__________________________________________________________________

Aide : regarde la partie 3 

d)  Pourquoi  Sal ly Ride est-el le célèbre ? (Ci te aussi  les mots du texte pour
just i f ier  ta réponse)

__________________________________________________________________
 
__________________________________________________________________

Aide : regarde la partie 4 

e)  Combien de fois Sal ly est-el le al lée dans l 'espace ? (Ci te aussi  les mots du
texte pour just i f ier  ta réponse)

__________________________________________________________________
 
__________________________________________________________________
 
__________________________________________________________________

Aide : regarde la partie 4 

f)  Quel  événement a marqué la NASA ?

__________________________________________________________________
 
__________________________________________________________________

Aide : regarde la partie 4 


